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Humanists are a large and growing population of ethically concerned but non-religious people. We are always pleased to
welcome as new members those who believe we can live good lives without religious or superstitious beliefs and who try to
make sense of life using reason, experience and shared human values. Our group is affiliated to the British Humanist
Association, The Gay & Leshian Humanist Association & the National Secular Society.

PAST EVENTS: HIGHBURY HALL FRIDAY 25 ™ MARCH
This special afternoon to celebrate Harry's recovery from his major
operation was timed to coincide with his 87th birthday and it proved to
be a great success, thanks to the hard work put in by Adrian Bailey,
who had to dash over from the school where he was teaching to
"compare" the event, Jean Denning who spent several days baking the
cakes that were enjoyed during the interval, Victoria Denning who co-
ordinated the guest list, badges & equipment and wrote the press
release below. We are also grateful to 2 of our regulars, Stella Sims &
Tony Howe, who agreed to provide our musical entertainment on the
day. Over 60 people attended and were able to spend the time before
the event started
exploring Highbury Hall
and its interesting ‘
pictures, bedrooms and windows. Adrian started with a
PowerPoint presentation of pictures which traced Harry's
development from birth to the present day and then there were
tributes from colleagues at Birmingham University before Stella
sang several Russian songs, carefully chosen to be appropriate

‘ to the occasion, without accompaniment. We then broke for

refreshments, at the end of which a group photograph was taken (several times by several people!) We then
returned to the splendidly ornate living / conference room that was once the home of Joseph & Neville
Chamberlain. There was then another presentation of photographs showing the range of Harry's travels in
connection with Humanism and two more tributes. Before Harry was presented with a scroll and birthday cake,
Tony Howe, principal trombonist with the CBSO, entertained us with several solo pieces of classical music to
which he gave interesting introductions. We could have gone on for longer but, regrettably we had to leave the
building by 5pm and a couple of other tributes had to be omitted. Those attending gave donations totalling
£245 from which Harry chose to donate £120 to the BHA, with the remainder going to group funds or other
charities of his choice.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING CALLING NOTICE

The Group’s AGM is to be held on Friday 10" June, starting at 7.30 pm at Jane Wynne Willson’s
house (B31 2BT). From 6.30pm there will be a social buffet meal on an American Supper basis, so
please let Jane (0121 475 6508) know what food / drink you would be prepared to bring near the time



Victoria's_Press_release:  The Birmingham Humanist Group organised a special 87" birthday
celebration for their President, Dr. Harry Stopes-Roe on March 25", Harry Stopes-Roe is a scientist
and philosopher who has worked tirelessly for the British Humanist Association for many years. He
has been a major International figure in Humanism — including Chair of the British Humanist
Association and has had an active role in the International Humanist and Ethical Union. Harry was
also one of the original people to write and present Humanist Funerals. In the 1970s, Harry was
largely responsible for developing the BHA's policy on education, covering both religious and non-
religious life stances.

2010 was a tough year for Harry, who underwent a major operation, the recovery from which is taking
a long time, with the after-effects restricting his ability to enjoy all his former interests. The celebration
was organised to help keep his spirits high and to thank him for all the time, energy and devotion he
has given to the Humanist cause in general.

Guests at the ceremony, held in the historical and Grade Il listed Highbury Hall, home of
Birmingham’s famous parliamentarian, Rt. Hon. Joseph Chamberlain MP, included David Pollack,
Nigel Collins, Jane Wynne-Willson, Jim Herrick, Harry’s family, and many Humanists from
Birmingham and around the country.

PAST EVENTS: "ONE LAW FOR ALL”
An audience of 30 came to Moseley in May to hear Maryam Namazie talk and answer questions
about her ‘One Law for All' campaign which was launched at the House of Lords on International
Human Rights Day, December 10, 2008. Although highlighting Sharia law since this is discriminatory
and unjust, particularly against women and children, Maryam pointed out that the object is to get the
Arbitration Act 1996 to be amended so that ALL religious tribunals are banned from operating within
and outside of the legal system. The demands of Islamists for Sharia are in effect their attempt to
restrict the right of fellow Muslims and introduce a sort of Islamic Inquisition in Britain because these
muslim courts in Britain are a quick and cheap route to injustice and do nothing to promote minority
rights and social cohesion. She urged everybody to write to their MP to ask them to attend & support
the meeting in parliament on June 28" and asked people to sign the petition on the campaign
website (http://www.onelawforall.org.uk). I'm signature no 27729! If you think
this only affect people in places like Iran think again; Maryam stated that a
woman has been stoned to death in Spain recently. The discussion centred
on ways we could help make a stand and whether the UK authorities could
get involved if a child was threatened with a sharia court. It also strayed
onto the issue of Multiculturalism, which Maryam demonstrated was a form
of racism and not progressive at all. If you couldn't make the evening you
can hear her “Thought for the Day” on the matter at
http.//www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/audio/2009/feb/17/maryam- ] _
namazie-sharia-law or read more at -_— —
http://womensgrid.freecharity.org.uk/?p=1431 ADAM & EVE : ISLAMIST VERSION

PAST EVENTS: “BUGS, DRUGS AND EVOLUTION”

| am indebted to Richard Lea, Associate Professor of Reproductive Biology at University of
Nottingham’s School of Veterinary Medicine & Science, for the following précis of the talk he gave to
our group in February when | was unfortunately unable to attend. His talk focussed on the evolution
of bacteria and viruses and started by discussing the remarkable "Escherichia coli long term
Evolution Experiment" driven by Richard Lenski and his team at Michigan State University. Professor
Lenski turned to E.Coli bacteria as a model for evolution since they reproduce asexually and have
short generation times. He cultured E.Coli for an amazing 20 years and this involved the generation
of a liquid culture of bacteria in a glucose nutrient broth each day. The bacterial number increased
each day until the glucose was used up after which a small volume of the culture was then
transferred to another larger volume of culture broth and so the process was repeated. After each
daily culture, a small volume of bacterial culture was then frozen so the bugs were effectively "frozen
in time". Professor Lenski speculated that if mutations arise that help the bacteria use glucose then
natural selection would favour it and the mutated bacteria would take over from the non-mutated
bacteria. This is exactly what happened since all 12 lines of bacteria got better at using glucose but in
slightly different ways, indeed in 2 lines 59 genes changed.

The most remarkable observation arising from the evolution experiment was that after 33,000
generations, one line of bacteria went berserk and increased in number markedly even though no
more glucose was added. Further investigations revealed that this line had acquired the ability to use
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citrate as food and that this adaptation required 2 consecutive gene mutations. The first had occurred
after 20,000 generations and the second after 33,000 generations and both mutations were required
to establish the ability to use a different food source. Richard Lenski thus demonstrated some
fundamental components of evolution in the laboratory including (1) random mutation followed by
non-random selection (2) adaptation to the same environment by different routes (3) the way
successive mutations build on their predecessors to produce evolutionary change, and (4) the way
some genes rely on the presence of other genes to show their effects.

Richard Lea then went on to discuss why environmental change can drive evolutionary change.
This is illustrated by the ongoing problem of antibiotic resistance where resistance comes from
evolution of the microbe and not habituation of patients to the drugs. In other words, natural selection
favours strains that are resistant to antibiotics and examples of this are MRSA (methycillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus) and c-diff (Clostridium difficile). Richard described how the antibiotic boom in
the 1940s and 50s was followed by the development of resistance to a wide range of antibiotics
ranging from penicillin to ampicillin. Ironically, Darwins daughter (Annie) died, of tuberculosis (TB),
which is well known for its adaptation to drugs i.e. its evolutionary adaptation.

Richard then turned his attention to viruses and explained how retroviruses hijack cells and
make then produce more retroviruses. HIV is an example of such a virus which also develops
resistance to HIV controlling drugs - another example of evolutionary adaptation. Interestingly,
patients with HIV are more susceptible to TB infection and thus 2 evolving diseases spread together.

Finally, Richard considered the spread of non-infectious disease and outlined how diseases
such as diabetes and heart disease may be programmed in the uterus due to altered environment
e.g., altered maternal nutrition. Richard has research interests looking at reproductive problems and
how these are programmed in the womb due to exposure to pollutants which behave like sex
hormones such as estrogens.

A GREAT READ: "DARE TO STAND ALONE”
A copy of "Dare to Stand Alone", a biography of Charles Bradlaugh, atheist & republican, by Bryan Niblett
has been added to the Library and is an excellent read. At 370 pages long, plus index it might seem to be a
tough read but | fairly flew though it, thanks to its format & style.
Written in 90 short chapters, which concentrate mainly on the legal battles he had and his relationships with
fellow freethinkers, one soon comes to the end of each chapter and then think "Oh, | can find out what
happened next if | just read the next few pages" and hence spend longer reading than you intend to.
It was, of course, the Conservatives who did most to prevent him taking his seat as M.P. for Northampton after
his first election victory in 1880, though his is somewhat ironic because Bradlaugh was certainly not a socialist
and believed very much that everyone should succeed or fall by their individual efforts.
Although by virtue of the 1828 Evidence Act he had been allowed to affirm as a witness in courts of law, the
Commons ruled that only members of certain religious groups could affirm their
loyalty to the Crown and thus take their seats in parliament. This did not apply to
atheists, who were outlaws for this purpose.
However, when Bradlaugh offered to take the Oath and kiss the Bible after
saying the words "So help me God" the Conservatives lead the opposition to this
and always won the vote even though they were in opposition.
This was because the Irish M.P's (being Catholic) voted with the Tories and so
did many Liberals who were horrified by Bradlaugh's rejection of religion.
Bradlaugh hadn't helped matters by breaking Disraeli's "Golden Rule" which for
Politicians was "Never apologise; never explain." In a letter to The Times
Bradlaugh set out why he had wanted to affirm and then, injudiciously explained
that he felt the oath was to a less solemn form to him, as the words about God
he would have to say conveyed no clear or definite meaning to him. This
affronted his enemies and even some of his friends who took the oath as a
serious and binding promise and gave them the chance to argue that there was
no point in Bradlaugh being allowed to swear meaninglessly on the Bible, even
though he persistently said he would find it binding on his conscience.
So he was barred from either affirming or from taking the oath! It took a change
in Speaker and the passage of 6 long years before he was eventually allowed to
swear the oath and finally take his seat. On many occasions he was forced to
address the whole house standing alone at the bar, pleading his case and trying
to make his fellow MP's see the injustice and illegality of their rulings.
As | say a great read about a great man whao'’s portrait, standing at the bar of the

House of Commons, painted by Walter Sickert in 1891, Reviewer John Edwards
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Did | really read that sign on the Popemobile correctly? “WOULDN'T MIND THAT CHILD!”
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A HUMANIST DEFENDED
(from The Guardian, Wednesday 8th December 1852)
We wish to refer as briefly as possible to an exhibition of judicial misconduct which has unaccountably escaped
comment from the London press to whom it properly belongs, but ought not to pass entirely unnoticed. An
insolvent tailor, having applied to the court over which Mr Phillips presides, to be discharged on bail till his
hearing, Mr George Jacob Holyoake, well known as the editor of the Reasoner and author of various
speculative writings, presented himself as one of the proposed sureties.
Mr. Commissioner Phillips: Pray what do you call yourself?
Holyoake: A ‘secularist.’
Do you (demanded the learned commissioner) believe in a God?
Holyoake: | am not prepared to say.
Mr. Commissioner Phillips indignantly declared that he would not hear him. “Not prepared to say,” remarked the
learned commissioner, “whether you believe in a God. You put yourself forward in a court of justice, and bring
scandal upon it by saying that you are not prepared to say whether you believe in the Deity! Go and attend to
your ‘secular’ business”.
So the scene terminated. The unfortunate sceptic was ejected out of a court of justice like a thing too foul for
human contact; and the insolvent, in default of bail, went back to prison.
Mr. Holyoake's religious peculiarities have as good a right to be treated with respect as those of a Quaker, a
Jew, a Hindoo, or any other witness who may come before a court of law. We need hardly say that we differ
from him on almost every point respecting which his opinions are publicly known; we consider his condition
and his career as unenviable and distressing. But he has this claim on respect, that he has suffered deeply for
his convictions*, which is more than we are aware that Mr. Commissioner Phillips has done, and more than we
think he is likely to do.
* G.J. Holyoake (1817 — 1906) was the last person imprisoned in England (in 1841) for atheism.
(Kindly supplied by Barry Bowler from his omnibus of Guardian articles from 1821 to 1971)

ITS ABUSY LIFE FOR OUR SECRETARY!
Apart from dealing with our ‘official’ correspondence, Victoria Denning has been working hard in
other ways to help the Group and publicise Humanism while at the same time, managing to keep up
(just about) with her successful new “career” as a celebrant with most weekends this summer booked
up with a wedding or baby naming & around 3 funerals a week on average! She visited a school last
year where the majority of girls were Muslim and had a tough time as their minds were so closed but
this March she visited King Edwards Girls, at the invitation of Alison Young, the head of RE, to hold a
stall on Humanism at their lunchtime Faith Week event at which the pupils would be publicising their
different faiths, and this one went superbly. To quote her email "What a lovely bunch of girls! The
first girl that came to the stall asked me what Humanism was and she was thrilled because that was
'her religion'!! Three went up to Alison during the lunchtime and said they didn't realise until then that
they were Humanists.”
She has also made a start at trying to get Humanism into Primary Schools. No simple matter as the
LEA claimed it couldn’t send out a general offer of free books to all the primary schools! After a lot
of work with telephone directories and the internet, she has now sent out 20 copies of the “Rosie”
books to local schools, hand delivering most to save on the postage. If you've never heard of them,
the Rosie stories form a series of three books to be read by, or to, children, giving a Humanist
perspective on three important occasions in our lives: the celebration of a newborn child, a marriage
ceremony and a funeral. Each book tells the story of a humanist wedding, humanist funeral or
humanist naming and has ‘Notes’ for teachers or parents with photocopiable worksheets and ideas
for lessons. See them at http://www.humanism.org.uk/shop/92 If you'd like to help fund our aim of
supplying all the primary schools in the Midlands with copies, please feel free to send in a donation!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WRITE TO SAMUAL SSEBULIME? (+Wate r Butt news!)
Hilary Hurd says that the school in Uganda does not encourage direct links with sponsored students
for a number of reasons. However, a general letter of encouragement to all the students, perhaps as
an email to Steve Hurd, (s.j.hurd@btinternet.com) would be most appreciated. If individuals wanted
to contact the school she suggests that a few lines on a picture postcard might be a good idea. If sent
to the UHST (UK) at 31 Greenmeadows Road, Madeley,Crewe, CW3 9EY they could take them next
time we visit as the postal service is somewhat unreliable.
Bill Green is pleased to report that the school water project in Uganda has been re-confirmed after
problems with the closure of one of the schools reported in last December’s News & Views. They
now have the £1500 that our group and Walsall Rotary provided the bulk of and the project should
commence soon in conjunction with construction of a new girls dormitory. It will hopefully be complete
by September.




CENSUS RELIGION QUESTION ‘FATALLY FLAWED’ (AS IF WE _DIDN'T KNOW!
A new poll commissioned by the BHA has provided fresh evidence
that the census question is fatally flawed for its intended purpose of
oA planning public services.
| :“'BUS_‘ When asked the census question ‘What is your religion?’, 61% of
! }STOP people in England and Wales ticked a religious box (53.48%

| Christian and 7.22% other) while 39% ticked ‘No religion’.
But when asked ‘Are you religious?’ only 29% of the same people
said ‘Yes’ while 65% said ‘No’, meaning over half of those whom the
census would count as having a religion said they were not religious.
Even more revealingly, less than half (48%) of those who ticked
‘Christian’ said they believed that Jesus Christ was a real person who
died and came back to life and was the son of God.
Andrew COpSOﬂ, BHA Chief Freethunk! freethunk.net
Executive, commented, “This poll is T GUESS 0 BETIER FEFAD

further evidence for a key message of %ﬁgﬁﬁf}? é@%ﬁ%
The Census Campaign — that the data A

/S FRAYME FOR A GOOD GolF -
produced by the census, used by 60y ]

GAME.
local and national government as if it

indicates religious belief and belonging, is in fact highly misleading.”
After the Census Campaign advert
"If you're not religious for God's sake say so " was prevented from
running on trains and buses in the UK, VMG Global approached the
BHA & offered to run the original, uncensored ads on their network of e A
large, high visibility animated screens in shopping centres. As their ,’r* -
spokesperson said “We cannot see anything objectionable in the &\‘ =P D ‘#_)4,1._
advertising copy. How this could cause anyone serious offence is a VY fmmh
mystery to us.”

It 9uarantees me
an enfire seat
all fo myself

thehornyrabbit.com

SACRE NON-DEVELOPMENTS
Just as Bradlaugh was barred from speaking in the House of Commons for many years, so we
Humanists are barred from speaking at our local SACRE meetings. As reported in a previous N&V,
| was able to make a presentation to the Humanism Sub-Committee last December but was not able
to hear the report on this given at the next SACRE in person as | was given the wrong date to attend!
However, | am told the following appeared in the minutes: “The group had a candid and amicable
discussion with John Edwards of the Birmingham branch of the British humanists. They shared what
they have in common. A report will be presented to the working group before being submitted to
SACRE at the next meeting.” | hope to hang on in there long enough to see some progress
eventually and intend to be there at the next meeting on Thursday June 16th at 7pm at the Martineau
Centre. If anybody else fancies attending as a fly-on-the-wall observer like me they would be
welcome; there’s usually quite a good spread of food put on to sustain the faithful!

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE IN BIRMINGHAM IN_OCT 2010
(A belated report that I've just found hidden away on a memory stick!)

The BHA now holds a stand at each of the main party conferences and with the Conservatives
holding theirs at Birmingham’s International Convention Centre, | was lucky to be asked to help out
and so gained accreditation to the "Secure Zone". This provided me with the opportunity to help
Naomi Phillips on the stand and have the interesting experience of answering many and varied
guestions relating to Humanism and media campaigns from those obviously well disposed towards
us and others who were clearly not! It also enabled me to go to several 'Fringe' events including
one at 8am in the Hyatt on Birmingham entitled “Science City & some innovative approaches towards
a low carbon future” This was chaired by Professor Julia King, the Vice -Chancellor of Aston
University, and gave an insight into the future that | thought might interest our members.
No doubting climate warming here! Apparently there is a high probability of a global temperature rise
of 4°C by 2060. This is an average figure and models predict Europe will be around 8° C warmer,
possibly plus 12° C on hotter days, which means that summer days in London could peak at 50° C!
20-30% of species could be at risk of extinction and 40% of the world's population would have to
exist of 100 litres of water a year (ie 3 litres/day or just one bath per month)!
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Thus the urgency to cut global emissions of CO, by 50%. The UK has signed up to 75% cuts by
2050 and Birmingham has a target of 60% less by 2026. The main areas that are being targeted for
achieving this are residential & commercial heating, transport and electricity generation which at
present account for 60% of UK's CO..

Professor Andreas Hornung, Head of the European Bioenergy Research Institute (www.ebri.org.uk)
at Aston talked impressively about modern biomass converters which, every hour, are capable of
turning 100 kg of our plastic and organic waste into heat & power, with no smells, gas flares or toxic
dioxins. This is achieved by anaerobic pyrolysis at between 300 - 450° C followed by gasification, so
that the only gas produced at the end is hydrogen. Such units, driven by Archimedian screws, can
be coupled to any industrial gasification systems and can use such diverse starting materials as
Brewers' grains, Beechwood, PVC & olive stones! From wheat straw the end products are 30%
solid 'biochar’, 20% gas (H, & CO,) and 50% liquids, all of which can be used to produce more
biomass or energy, for example the char can be used as land fertilizer or to grow algae for olil
production. Then Peter Young, Head of Arup Advanced Technology Solutions UK, showed how
advanced the automotive industry is in its plans for revolutionary new electric or hybrid vehicles.
Apparently there are 170 alternatively fuelled vehicles being trialled / demonstrated in Birmingham &
Coventry (plus another 180 in London & the South East) each with a user & data logger so that
times, speeds & distances used and charged can be monitored for research purposes. Most are fully
electric running on batteries but others have hydrogen fuel cells and some are hybrids. Most motor
manufacturers plan to have electric vehicles in mass production in the next 5 years and are confident
they will take off as they will be cheaper to run and more reliable (the only parts to wear out would be
brakes and tyres). Atthe moment they are very expensive

The BHA put on 2 fringe meetings. The one on Monday lunchtime was entitled "Should we have faith
in faith schools?" and featured Andrew Copson & Rabbi Jonathan Romain (Chair of Accord Coalition)
and the main points of they made should be somewhere on the BHA website,

The Tuesday night meeting on "Multiculturalism" attracted an audience of 30 - 40. After Andrew
reviewed the main policy areas that impinged on the topic (education and general community
policies), Rumy Hasan went through some of the points he made in his book "Multiculturalism:Some
Inconvenient Truths" which was published earlier in 2010 (which I've just donated to our library!)

To summarise, it was the Runnymede Trust report of 2000 "The Future of Multi-Ethnic Britain" (also
known as the Parekh Report) that recommended the government formally declare the UK as a
'multicultural society'. At the time this seemed natural, just & unproblematic; surely we should
celebrate our cultural differences - not to recognise them would be disrespectful - and provide
funding to ensure that foreign traditions and arts are kept alive in the UK.

After all, Canada had thought similarly and passed a Multiculturalism Act 12 years previously!

Now there is a recognition in both countries that laissez-faire multiculturalism can be problematic as it
can lead to separation of communities along cultural lines, and the disaffection of young people from
ethnic minorities, some of whom felt so alienated from mainstream British society that they could
contemplate suicide bombings in city centres.

In Britain this has not been helped by politicians who have equated multiculturalism with religious
identity so that it has become "multi-faithism", leading to many people being trapped in mono-
religious, mono-culture segregated communities, "psychically detached" from mainstream society.
This was recognised by Trevor Phillips, the Chair of the Commission for Racial Equality (now Equality
& Human Rights Commission) who argued in September 2005 that "we are sleepwalking our way
into segregation. We are becoming strangers to each other, and we are leaving communities to be
marooned outside the mainstream”. By equating culture with faith, politicians have directed the
funding towards religious groups and encouraged demands for legal exemptions or special provision
in many areas (eg wearing of symbols at school and work, faith schools).

This has alienated the majority society, who see that many of the beliefs and cultural/religious
practices of religious & ethnic minorities are oppressive, especially where women and children are
concerned.

Thus the opposite to what was intended by those who called for multiculturalism has been achieved.
Instead of celebrating diversity, differences have become divisive.

The segregation and “ghettoisation” of Asian citizens, and more recently of African immigrants, is
now seen as a threat to social cohesion and harmony.

Parvin Ali, founder and CEO of Fatima Women's Network, then pointed out that although Leicester is
often highlighted as a triumph for multiculturalism, the lack of riots and discord there is not a measure
of success; it rather indicates that societies are very compartmentalised within the city.
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She thought there were too many religious "sacred cows" that politicians were afraid to challenge,
even to the extent of allowing tax concessions to men with more than one wife when polygamy is
actually illegal in the UK. A survey in Holland, showed that 50% of Dutch people, previously
considered perhaps the most liberal in Europe, now felt that Islam was incompatible with western
civilization.

In the discussion that followed most of the audience largely agreed that the anti-racist struggle was,
and remains, a struggle for equality in every facet of life, whereas multiculturalism leads to demands
for separate rights, exemptions and provisions.

It was difficult to see how things could change unless the faith school agenda was dropped but, as
Andrew pointed out, the BHA and its forerunners had been trying to get rid of them since 1903
without success.

The best hope seemed to try and get politicians to focus on the individual and the freedoms they
should have, rather than trust faith leaders who are invariably older males.

Ethnic minorities must be encouraged to adopt significant elements of the dominant culture in return
for the indigenous majority accepting aspects of minority cultures so as to bring bout cultural fusion
and transformation; what Hasan calls "cultural creolisation”. He argues in his books that some
ethnic minorities, notably large sections of Black Caribbeans, have integrated better into UK society
through cultural adaptation whilst others have not (Asians in general and Muslims in particular).
Significant sections of the white UK population (of all classes) have adopted new cultural norms
emanating from the ethnic minorities, notably with respect to cuisine, arts & music but respecting
each others culture is a 2-way process. In the UK the new, unified culture must abandon oppressive
beliefs and practices from wherever they emanate, if we are not to undo the advances that society
has made during the last 500 years.

And finally did you know?

Holding the 2008 Conservative Party Conference at the ICC generated over £28 million for the local
economy.

Birmingham has been rated as one of the best 15 cities in Europe to locate a business.

The West Midlands has over 36,000 companies across digital, financial & other sectors - it's no
longer just a centre for "metal bashing"!

Birmingham New Street Station is the busiest in England, outside of London, with over 4 million
passenger trains per year.

Fifty per cent of the UK population is less than a 2 hour drive of Birmingham.

The present journey time of 70 minutes from London to Birmingham International is set to come
down to 31 minutes with the HS2 link, making it easier for Londoners to get to check-in desks at
Birmingham Airport than Heathrow.

Around 10,000 of the 61,000 university students studying in the City are at Aston Uni, where around
21% come from outside the EU or UK.

With its 11 halls and 10 meeting rooms, Birmingham ICC hosts around 500 events each year,
complimented by 1000 shops with a 20 minute walk and 27,000 hotels beds in and around
Birmingham.

Plus we've got more canals than Venice!!

WILL THIS JULY BE LUCKY FOR YOU??!!
Apparently July 2011 is incredibly significant.

This is the only time we will live and see this
event!!

It has 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays and 5 Sundays.
This happens only once every 823 years and, for
some reason, is called “money bags” according to
the Feng Shui aficionado who sent me the e mail
and urged me to forward it on to my friends in
order that “money will arrive within 4 days”!

This is because according to Feng Shui “the one
who does not forward....will be without money”.

I wait (with un-bated breath) to see what will 1‘
happen now I've published this drivel ! 1




NEW LONDON OLYMPIC SPONSOR CAUSES A FEW RAISED EYEB ROWS!

THE FIRST GOD: A LOAD OF BULL ??
| recently rediscovered David Attenborough’s amazing but rather depressing account of the history of
the Mediterranean entitled “The First Eden”, published in 1987. There | re-read that during the 4™
millennium BC the 2 kingdoms around the Upper and Lower reaches of the Nile river came together
to form the first single-nation state the world had seen. In the capital, Memphis, just above the apex
of the delta, the cult of the bull-god flourished and Apis became one of the most important gods in all
Egypt. From portable sculptures found at sites used by the Palaeolithic hunter gatherers in France &
elsewhere it seems that they possibly revered the pregnant female form: a sort of 'Earth-mother’
religion, but the deity worshipped in the world’s first known civilization must have claims to be the first
of the many human devised “Gods”. Apparently the ‘creator of all’ was a god in human form they
called Ptah, who conceived the world of both gods and men and he was incarnated on earth in the
body of a special bull called Apis.
Only one Apis bull could reign on earth at a time and when he died his body was mummified with all
the care and complex rituals that were accorded to the Pharohs. This ritual took 70 days to complete
& on the 67" day the garlanded and decorated mummy, now called Osiris-Apis, was placed on a
sledge and pulled in a procession to a ceremonial barge that would ferry it over to the lake from
Memphis to Saqqara, the city of the dead. There it was laid to rest in a sarcophagus in a catacomb
under a temple (which has now disappeared) along with all the previous Osiris-Apis bulls. Although
initially of wood, by the 7™ century BC some of these sarcophagi were being hewn from granite
quarries 400 miles up-river by the First Cataract of the Nile and the 65 ton structures ferried and
dragged into place in the vaults of the Serapeum by the stone masons. How do we know all this is
true? Partly from drawings and writings but also from the discovery of the bull vaults in 1851. All but
one of these had been plundered and the lids pulled askew so that a child could slip in and remove
anything of value. In the one intact sarcophagus, excavators found alabaster jars containing the
viscera and other offerings to serve in the afterlife surrounding the mummy and a superb solid gold
statue of an Apis bull 4 feet high. It appears these vaults had been in use for over 1000 years
because on the death of one Apis the priests had to search out the next. They could tell the sacred
calf by its very specific pattern of markings, one of the results of domestication. It had to be black
with an inverted white triangle on its brow, have a pale patch like a vulture with outstretched wings
across its shoulder, a crescent moon mark on its flanks, the shape of a falcon clasping its abdomen
and a black mark shaped like a scarab beetle under its tongue. Obviously the priests charged with
identifying it must have had considerable imagination, like priests have always had and folk today
who see the face of Christ in a piece of toast or cut vegetable! So it seems the first ‘god sent to
earth’ wasn't Jesus but a bull.
However, although the greatest of the state gods, it was by no means the only animal to which the
Egyptians attributed supernatural powers and divinity. Their attitudes to animals, moulded by 3000
years of theological elaboration by the priests, ultimately became so full of complexities, conflations
and contradictions that it is sometimes tricky to detect any rationality today. The crocodile god,
Sobek, was feared as an associate of Seth, the god of evil, probably because of its habit of laying
half-hidden in water and snatching humans or cattle who were unaware and came too near, but it
was also worshipped as the ‘Lord-of-the-Island-in-the-River’, who brought fertile land back to the
earth. When the annual Nile floods receded every October, crocodiles could be seen lying
proprietarily on the mud-covered land so they must have had something to do with it!
The baboon was one of the lesser gods - as Baba it is often depicted in reliefs stealing figs or grapes
- but it was also know as Thoth, the god of wisdom & learning, one of the most powerful spirits in the
whole Egyptian pantheon. Falcons which can fly so high in the sky that they can almost disappear in
bright sunlight became Horus, the Lord of the Sky, which was depicted with a sun disc on his head
and rays flashing from its wings. A black & white bird that was always probing the mud with its long
curved beak was obviously continually searching for the truth and so became the sacred ibis!
In early times it was believed that only one individual among the multitude of the same species was
the earthly incarnation of a god, as Apis was among ordinary bulls. This was convenient for it meant
that apart from the ones kept and revered in the temple, all the others like them in the world outside
could quite permissibly be mistreated, killed or even eaten.
In time however, people began to believe that all individuals of that species contained a fragment of
divinity and were to some degree sacred; like Apis they were all suitable subjects for mummification.
Accordingly arranging for any animal to be embalmed was a way of gaining favour with its patron
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god. By the 6™ century BC the Egyptian people had taken to this practise on a scale that beggars
belief. In Saggara, not far from the Serapeum, there are passages and chambers cut into the rock
containing wooden boxes and elongated pottery jars, 20 - 30 rows deep stacked to within inches of
the ceiling. These were discovered in the 1960’s and found to contain, at a conservative estimate, the
mummified remains of over 400 baboons, 800,000 falcons and 4 million ibis!! It seems the birds
were offerings made by the devotees of Horus (and Thoth) who visited the temple that once stood on
the ground above and wished to gain favour with the gods by presenting an embalmed bird which
might contain a tiny particle of the divine spirit. By this time, the killing of sacred birds was now
regarded as a crime so serious it was punishable by death but surely such numbers couldn’t be the
result of finding birds that had died natural deaths? It seems that, like the selling of indulgences in
medieval times, the practice was devised, or at least encouraged, by the religious hierarchy who
were able to turn it into a ‘nice little earner’. Close by the temple is evidence of dried-up lake where it
seems the birds were the bred in the numbers necessary to cope with the huge demand. Here the
priests must have raised the birds that later they killed, mummified and sold, ready-wrapped, to the
devout. Clearly their interpretations of religious prohibitions was somewhat elastic! Likewise they
were not over-particular ornithological for amongst the falcon remains are the bodies of quite different
birds and the wrappings of some contain nothing more than a miscellaneous collection of bird bones
roughly bundled together.

Of course, bulls were also revered by the Minoans whose civilization lasted up until 1500 BC and the
Greeks retained a memory of the one-time domination of Crete in their myths, one of which told how
they had to send 14 young men and women as sacrifice to the half-man, half-bull Minotaur that was
imprisoned at Knossos. However, the Greeks saw their gods as very human in form and character,
squabbling, stealing from one another and even making love to the mortals. And it seems that one of
these, Jupiter mutated through Jove and Jehovah to become the Abrahamic god of the Jews, who
through his prophets Jesus & Mohammed has caused so much turmoil and human bloodshed but
then that is another story....... literally.

IS RELIGION GOING EXTINCT?
According to Brad Hirschfield of the Washington Post, both fans and foes of religion should take note
of a study conducted by scholars from the University of Arizona and Northwestern University, which
projects the extinction of religion in Australia, Austria, the Czech Republic, Canada, Finland, Ireland,
New Zealand, the Netherlands and Switzerland. The study, using complex mathematical models,
confirms trends observed by social scientists for some time. While not studied, the trend line in the
United States has been interpreted in similar ways by other scholars, most recently because of
polling conducted for the “American Religious ldentification Survey” in which the fastest growing
religious group in America was the “nones” i.e. people indicating that none of the categories offered
by the study fit how they would describe themselves when it came to religion. He writes:
“Before religion foes begin celebrating however, it's worth noting that these studies make a giant
conceptual error — one which confuses the death of religion with the end of religion and religious
affiliation as we know them. There is plenty of evidence for the latter two phenomena, but the fact
that people are doing religion differently doesn’t mean that religion is going extinct.
These trends forecast the eventual extinction of the current array of religious options, but do not
forecast the extinction of what might be termed a religious sensibility, which already exists for many
people independent of typical religious categories, including God. The trend may upset those of us
who are attached to particular traditions and institutions but there is some reason for us to take heart.
None of our faiths has been here forever, and according to most of them, each is an improvement
over what preceded them, so it's likely that if these traditions should actually die out, they too will be
replaced by potentially superior alternatives. | am not a supersessionist who believes that whatever
comes last is best. In fact, that approach has proven to be quite deadly, at least for most of Western
religious tradition, and actually for other parts of the world as well, though we tend to be less aware of
their bloody pasts.
| am simply suggesting that if religion as we know it as a whole does go extinct, there is reason to
believe that it will be replaced by religion as we do not know it yet, and that it may well be an
improvement over the versions we currently have. But even if that process is unfolding, it will be, like
most evolutionary processes, quite slow, so nobody reading this is likely to confront the actual death
of the tradition to which they are currently attached.
In fact, while traditional religious affiliation and attachment is declining in some parts of the world, it is
clearly on the rise in other parts of the world at the very same time. From China to Africa and many
places in between, interest in, and formal affiliation with, religion as we know it, is on the rise.

9




Could these shifts be part of a much larger trend? It may be that in all of these places, people are
insisting that the conceptual, spiritual, and religious offerings which have comprised their menu
options are simply insufficient.

The real story emerging here is not the potential extinction of religion, but the explosion of choice
which people increasing feel is their right. This seems to be a trend which affirms human dignity —
something which is supposed to be sacred for religionists and non-religionists alike —and therefore
worthy of celebration. As the study’s authors’ observe, “The model predicts that for societies in
which the perceived utility of not adhering is greater than the utility of adhering, religion will be driven
toward extinction.”

Isn’t that how it ought to be? No faith can succeed if it does not work in the lives of the faithful. This
study just reminds us, particularly those of us connected to organized faith traditions, that we must
never lose sight of that fact, and if we do, we probably deserve to go extinct anyway.”

HEAVEN: A FOOL'S PARADISE

(Modified version of a piece written by Johann Hari for the Independent 21 April 2010)
Why do the majority of Britons still believe in life after death? Heaven isn't a wonderful place filled
with light — it is a pernicious construct with a short and bloody history,

Freethunk! freethunk.net

" . . ACHMED, BY MISTAKE, GETS THE
Traditional Christian view of Heaven MOTHER= 10— AWS OF THE 72 \ARHS,

“The Last Judgement” by Conrad Meyer

(1618-89) from the Bridgeman Art Library and a parody of the Muslim version

John Lennon urged us: "Imagine there's no heaven/It's easy if you try/No hell below us/Above us only
sky." Yet the religious aren't turning to Lennonism any faster than Leninism. Today, according to a
new book by Lisa Miller, Newsweek's religion correspondent, 81 per cent of Americans and 51 per
cent of Brits say they believe in heaven — an increase of 10 per cent since a decade ago. Of those,
71 per cent say it is "an actual place". Indeed, 43 per cent believe their pets — cats, rats & snakes —
are headed into the hereafter with them to be stroked for eternity. So why can't humans get over the
Pearly Gates?

In reality, the heaven you think you're headed to — a reunion with your relatives in the light — is a very
recent invention. Most of the believers in heaven across history would find it unrecognisable. Lisa
Miller's book, “Heaven: Our Enduring Fascination with the Afterlife”, teases out the strange history of
heaven — and shows it's not what you think. Heaven is a constantly shifting shape because it is a
history of subconscious human longings. Show me your heaven, and I'll show you what's lacking in
your life. The desert-dwellers who wrote the Bible and the Koran lived in thirst — so their heavens
were forever running with rivers and fountains and springs. African-American slaves believed they
were headed for a heaven where "the first would be last, and the last would be first" — so they would
be the free men dominating white slaves. Today's Islamist suicide-bombers live in a society starved
of sex, so their heaven is a 72-virgin gang-bang. Emily Dickinson wrote: " 'Heaven' — is what | cannot
Reach!/The Apple on the Tree/Provided it do hopeless — hang/That — 'Heaven' is — to Me!"

We know precisely when this story of projecting our ‘yearning for something’ into the sky began.

It was 165 BC and patented by the Jews. Until then, heaven — shamayim — was the home of God and
his angels. Occasionally God descended from it to give orders and indulge in a little light smiting, but
there was a strict “no-dead-people” door policy. Humans didn't get in, and they didn't expect to. The
best you could hope for was for your bones to be buried with your people in a shared tomb and for
your story to carry on through your descendants. It was a realistic, humanistic approach to death.
You go, but your people live on.
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So how did the idea of heaven — as a perfect place where God lives and where you end up if you live
right — rupture this reality? The different components had been floating around for a while in ancient
societies. The Greeks believed there was an eternal soul that ascended when you die. The
Zoroastrians believed you would be judged in the end-time for your actions on earth. The Jews
believed in an almighty Yahweh. However, it took a big bloody bang to fuse them. In the run up to
heaven's invention, the Jews were engaged in a long civil war over whether to open up to the Greeks
and their commerce or to remain sealed away, insular and pure. With no winner in sight, King
Antiochus got fed up. He invaded and tried to wipe out the Jewish religion entirely, replacing it with
worship of Zeus. The Jews saw all that was most sacred to them shattered: they were ordered to
sacrifice swine before a statue of Zeus that now dominated their Temple.

The Jews who refused were hacked down in the streets. Many young men fled into the hills of
Palestine to stage a guerrilla assault — now remembered as the Hanukkah story. The old Jewish tale
about how you continue after you die was itself dying: your bones couldn't be gathered by your
ancestors anymore with so many Jews scattered and on the run.

So suddenly death took on a new terror. Was this it? Were all these lives ending forever, for nothing?
One of the young fighters — known to history only as Daniel — announced that the martyred Jews
would receive a great reward. "Many of those who sleep in the dust shall awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt,” he wrote and launched humanity on the road to
the best-selling 1990s trash by Don Piper and Cecil Murphey, entitled “90 Minutes in Heaven: A True
Story of Death & Life”. Daniel's idea was wildly successful. Within a century, most Jews believed in
heaven, and the idea has never died.

But while the key components of heaven were in place, it was not the holiday camp it has become
today. It was a place where you and God and the angels sat — but Jesus warned "there is no
marriage in heaven". You didn't join your relatives. It was you and God and eternal prayer. It was
paradise, but not as we know it.

Even some atheists regard heaven as one of the least-harmful religious ideas: a soothing blanket to
press onto the brow of the bereaved. But its primary function for centuries was as a tool of control
and intimidation. The Vatican, for example, declared it had a monopoly on St Peter's VIP list — and
only those who obeyed their every command and paid them vast sums for Get-Out-of-Hell-Free cards
would get them and their children onto it. The afterlife was a means of tyrannising people, a way to
impose discipline in this life.

It continues today of course, yet there is an unthinking "respect” automatically accorded to religious
ideas that throttles our ability to think clearly about these questions. Of course there's plenty of proof
that the idea of heaven can be comforting, or beautiful — but that doesn't make it true. The difference
between wishful thinking and fact-seeking is something most six-year-olds can grasp, yet the
heaven-believing majority refuse it here. Yes, | would like to see my dead friends and relatives again.
| also would like there to be world peace and a million ££ in my current account. If | took my longing
as proof they were going to happen, you'd think | was deranged.

The only "evidence" that believers in heaven offer are the testimonies of people who have had near-
death experiences. According to the medical journal The Lancet, between 9 & 18 % of people who
have been near death report entering a tunnel, seeing a bright light, and so on and this is taken by
many as "proof" for a brightly-lit heaven. But in fact there are clear scientific explanations: as the
brain shuts down, the peripheral vision that goes first, giving the impression of a tunnel. The centre of
your vision is what remains, giving the impression of a bright light. Indeed, virtually all these features
of a near-death experience experience — the sense of moving through a tunnel, an 'out of body'
feeling, spiritual awe, visual hallucinations, and intense memories — can be reproduced with a stiff
dose of ketamine, a horse tranquilliser frequently used as a party drug!

And yet, and yet ... of course | understand why so many people want to believe in heaven, even now,
even in the face of all the evidence, and all reason. It is a way — however futilely — of trying to escape
the awful emptiness of death. As Philip Larkin put it: "Not to be here/Not to be anywhere/And soon;
nothing more terrible, nothing more true". To die. To rot. To be nothing. We wouldn't be sane if we
didn't seek a way to leap off this conveyor-belt heading towards a cliff.

So yes, there is pain in seeing the truth about Heaven — but there is also a liberation in seeing
beyond the childhood myths of our species. In The Epic of Gilgamesh, written in Babylon 4,000
years ago, the eponymous hero travels into the gardens of the gods in an attempt to discover the
secret of eternal life. His guide tells him the secret — there is no secret. This is it. This is all we're
going to get. This life. This time. Once. "Enjoy your life," the goddess Siduri tells him. "Love the child
who holds you by the hand, and give your wife pleasure in your embrace." It's Lennon's dream, four
millennia ahead of schedule!!
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TRIBUTES TO HARRY STOPES-ROE FOR 25/3/11

Best wishes to Harry were sent from Francis Wheen, Chris French, Colin Blakemore, Stephen Law, Lynne
Jones, Tessa Blackstone, Simon Blackburn, Helen Beebee, Aaron Sloman, David Allen Green & Guy
Cumberbatch. Tributes came from Andrew Copson (BHA), Professors John Hick & Stephen Pattison
(University of Birmingham), Matt Cherry (IHEU), Richard Norman (University of Kent), George Broadhead
(Chairman Coventry & Warwickshire Humanists), David Bothwell (South Hampshire Humanists), David Rowse
(The Collegiate Centre for Values Education for Life), David Ibry (author of “Exodus to Humanism”), Richard
Paterson (Welsh Humanists), Lord (Bob) Hughes (BHA Vice-President & past chair of the Anti-Apartheid
Movement), James Randi (Magician and founding fellow of the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry), Colin
Campbell (Emeritus Professor of Sociology, Univeristy of York & past chairman of Brum Hums), Tom Sorell
(Professor of Global Ethics, University of Birmingham) but there is only space to print the following four:

Professor Anthony Grayling (BHS President)

“Dr Harry Stopes-Roe is a great example of a thinker and campaigner who put his knowledge to work for the
good. In the finest tradition of the morally

committed rationalist he lived a life of principle. He was part of a dynasty which devoted its intelligence to
liberating others in different ways, not least in

liberating minds: that is a great and fine thing, and in honouring Harry Stopes-Roe today we honour through
him all those who seek to live and act as he

did. His name will always be on the roll of humanism as one of its leading exemplars: and in that way he will
always be with us.”

Levi Fragell (Norway) (Past president of IHEU)

“Harry Stopes-Roe was one of the supporting pillars of IHEU during all the years | served as president and co-
president. He was always there and contributed with basic questions and answers, insisting that Humanism is a
lifestance and not only a tradition or a humanitarian attitude. He wrote the declaration about Humanism, which
was signed by leading international Humanists like Blackham and Lamont, as an identity, not requiring any

additions like "secular”, "ethical" or "scientific". This is still one of the most important strategic challenges for
organized Humanism. It is a tragedy that is has not been fully understood and accepted. Thank you Harry.”

Babu Gogineni (IHEU)

“I first met Harry Stopes-Roe in 1987 and later visited him and Mary in Birmingham. Having been reared on
Indian Humanism's great and grand social vision, | greatly valued this opportunity to learn from him about a
different and important personal perspective on Humanism, as he clarified to me his concept of Humanism as a
life stance. Harry is regarded by friends in India as the distinguished son of a distinguished fighter for human
freedoms - and indeed friends in India and elsewhere recall his remarkable presence in any gathering - a voice
and a logic which can rarely be argued with! Harry's stamp was seen at all Board meetings of the IHEU and |
know how much Levi Fragell appreciated Harry's contributions to the development of an IHEU Minimum
Statement on Humanism which is the basis for the growth of the Humanist movement. May | join the rest of
you in celebrating Harry's contributions to the movement and in wishing him and his family the very best!”

Robert Ashby (Chair, Board of Trustees, British Humanist Association)

“Harry, it gives me great pleasure to offer my congratulations and best wishes on your 87th birthday, from the
Board of Trustees and all at the BHA. You have been a well known and key figure in Humanism for more years
than you may wish to remember. Your qualities include persistence and intellectual rigour and honesty. Good
qualities - humanist qualities. Qualities that | came to appreciate when | first became Chair at the BHA. You
have done it all and made a huge contribution - from the management of Humanist organisations to the
development of underlying philosophy. From your work in the early days in Birmingham, then to the British
national humanist movement with the BHA and onto the world stage with your work for the International
Humanist and Ethical Union. Harry, we are proud of you as a distinguished Vice President of the BHA. So |
send greetings on your birthday and best wishes for a full recovery - but more importantly | say: Thank you
Harry, from humanists everywhere.”
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A friend of mine just started his own business, making land mines that look like prayer mats.

It's doing very well and he tells me ‘Prophets are going through the roof’

Still some space left!! Room for another:- A young boy asks his Dad, "What is the difference
between confident and confidential?" Dad says, "You are my son, I'm confident about that. Your
friend over there.... he’s also my son, that's confidential."
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FAITH-BASED HEALTH CARE?
A study of NHS trusts in England has shown that £29m of healthcare money was used to pay for
hospital chaplains in 2009/10. The study revealed that many of the country's best hospitals spent the
lowest proportion of their expenditure on chaplaincy services and concluded that the NHS wastes
millions every year on services that have no clinical benefit. If all NHS Trusts brought their spending
into line with the best trusts, savings of £18,500,000 a year would be made. £18.5m could pay for
1,000 nursing assistants or a brand new community hospital every year. Is there any hope that our

local NHS Trusts will bear this in mind when, as part of their money-saving efforts, they may start
contemplating cutting staff? | wonder if any of the dozen or so chaplains in the Queen Elizabeth
Trust would be included in any cull for based on the figures above they could be costing around

£500,000 in wages alone.

railroad tramways and that's the gauge
they used.

Why did "they" use that gauge then?
Because the people who built the
tramways used the same jigs and tools
that they used for building wagons, which
used that wheel spacing.

Right! Why did the wagons have that
particular odd wheel spacing?

Well, if they tried to use any other
spacing, the wagon wheels would break
on some of the old, long distance roads
in England, because that's the spacing of
the wheel ruts.

So who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance

And bureaucracies live forever.

So the next time you are handed a
specification and wonder what horse's
bottom came up with it, you may be
exactly right, because the Imperial
Roman army chariots were made just
wide enough to accommodate the back
ends of two war horses.

Now the twist to the story...

When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on
its launch pad, there are two big booster
rockets attached to the sides of the main
fuel tank. These are solid rocket
boosters, or SRBs.

The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their
factory at Utah. The engineers who

determined over two thousand years ago
by the width of a horse's bottom.
Here endeth the Lesson.

| hope that this will be the last News &  Views that | will be producing for some time, as |
rs and hope that the AGM will produce a volunteert o
g the 29 issues that | have produced but have found
ines for the last few issues. Maybe “writers’ bloc Kk”
r learned desk-top publication and persisted with
he new incumbent as much as possible, and to
ublication, just as | used to try and help my
n the committee in my role as Treasurer.
but please continue to send me (John Edwards, 157
mail.com ) any articles, letters, news or

like to step down after serving as Editor for 7 yea

| have enjoyed compilin
it harder to raise my enthusiasm and meet the dead|l
is setting in; maybe it's the fact that | have neve
Microsoft Word! However, | pledge myself to help t
supply them with “fodder”, hopefully suitable for p

I hope | will be able to continue o

I do not know when the next issue will be produced
Welford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3HT jaejed@hot

carry on the “good work”.

predecessors.

VALETE

suggestions and | will pass them on to the new Edit  or.

A big “Thank you” to everybody who has sent me item
enjoyed reading an issue; they have all been much a

Well there’s just a few lines left at the b
‘Word’)so what better way to sign off than with an
Roman Centurian goes into a bar: “Give me a ‘Martin

ppreciated.

something like “Tribuo mih Martinus commodo.”)

Bartender: “Coming right up sir, but are you sure
Centurian: “Look mate, when | want doubles I'll as

would

s for publication or messages saying that they

ottom of the page (always a problem when you use
old Grammar School joke?
us’ please.” (or what he’'d really say was

you don’'t mean ‘Martini’? “
k for them myself!”

(I always knew my 2 years struggling with Latin at Quarry Bank in Liverpool would never be wasted!)
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AGENDA & CALLING NOTICE FOR THE 2011

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BIRMINGHAM HUMANISTS
Thursday June 10" 2011 7.30pm
At 28 Garland Way Northfield, Birmingham B31 2BT
NOTE THAT ONLY FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS CAN SPEAK AND VOTE
AT THIS MEETING

Please remember that the evening will start at acb6.30pm with a sociable Buffet
meal if you would like to arrive earlier.
Please bring food or drink that you like and otherigiht share and let Jane Wynne
Willson know what you want/should bring to help balance the catering.
(Tel. 0121 475 6508)

Agenda

1. Welcome and Apologies

2. Minutes of the 2010 AGM

3. Matters Arising

4. Chairman’s Address

5. To receive the annual reports of:
1. The secretary
2. The treasurer
3. The librarian
4. The membership secretary
5. The web designer

6. Adoption of reports
A. Moved by:
B. Seconded by:

7. Election of Officers:
a) Chair
b) Vice-chair
c) Treasurer
d) Secretary
e) Committee members

8. To consider any proposals or motions submittdtie Secretary in
writing before the deadline (14 days before thetmg

9. A O B (Please speak to the Chairman beford/tieting)
10. Date of next Annual Meeting
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