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Humanists are a large and growing population of ethically concerned but non-religious people.  We are always pleased to 
welcome as new members those who believe we can live good lives without religious or superstitious beliefs and who try to 
make sense of life using reason, experience and shared human values. Our group is affiliated to the British Humanist 
Association, The Gay & Lesbian Humanist Association & the National Secular Society.   
 

PAST EVENTS 
Well an awful lot seems to have happened in the West Midlands since the last News &Views thanks 
to an increasing number of bodies putting on events.    
On the weekend of 5th/6th June the Chris Worfolk Foundation held its “Enquiry 2010”  conference at 
the Crown Plaza with an impressive array 
of speakers including Andrew Copson, 
Norman Ralph (founder of the National 
Federation of Atheist, Humanist & Secular 
Student Societies), Maryam Namazie, 
Prof Chris French, Dr Antony Lempert 
(GP and co-ordinator of the Secular 
Medical Forum) Prof A.C. Grayling & Dr 
Gijsbert Stoet (Humanist Chaplaincy) as 
well as the Rev Chris Worfolk himself.  
Chris is the vice president of Leeds 
Atheist Society, now the most active 
student atheist society in the UK and 
styles himself as ‘Reverend’ as he 
converts so many to Humanism.  

It was certainly an impressive conference when you consider how our group has 
struggled in the last few years to mount a Day conference with just 2 or 3 speakers!  
The Foundation that this young man has set up has created a secular alternative to 
the Alpha Course (see www.onelifecourse.org) as well as other courses freely 
available to free-thinking societies.  It has also created a website for secular 
resources www.secularportal.com and copyright-free images www.atheiststock.com. 
On 11th June we had our own well-attended meeting at which Professor Richard Lea 

of the University of Nottingham told us that 61% of all pathogens infect multiple animal species and 
that we humans are susceptible to around 250 such ‘Zoonotic’ diseases .  Apparently 75% of these 
have emerged in the last few decades from the wildlife ‘reservoir’; the increase in frequency being 
due to human population increase (leading to displacement of wild animals), climate change (which 
alters the relationships between hosts & parasites), political & economic changes (including rapid 
global transport) & pathogen evolution (especially in viruses).  Richard gave us lots of interesting 
examples (did you know that ducks are a major reservoir of the Influenza A virus, of which Swine Flu 
is a type?) and told us that the problem was not new, in fact the need to fight animal diseases at a 
global level led to the creation of The World Organisation for Animal Health or OIE (as it was 
originally called Office International des Epizooties) in 1924. 
Then 11 days later came a debate at Birmingham University between 
Muslim scholar Adnan Rashid & Dr Ed. Buckner, President of American 
Atheists, entitled “A Tale of Two Histories: What Now For the 
Future?”   This was chaired by Hamza Tzortzis, the Greek non-believer-
turned-Muslim, who rather overwhelmed Peter Cave in a debate “Can We 
Live Better Lives Without Religion?” which was organised by 
MuslimByChoice last year.  ‘Two Histories’ was the last of 3 debates in 4 
days that Ed participated in during his visit to the UK, parts of which can 
be viewed online at www.thebigdebates.com  This was attended by many 
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local sceptics, atheists & Humanists who heard Rashid trying to assert that the ideal peaceful and 
tolerant state would be an Islamic one since Koran chapter 2 states “There is no compulsion in 
religion” and that “Muslims follow this to this day”. Of course he maintained that much of the strife in 
the world was due to non-believers and amazingly claimed that 95% of Muslim countries are secular 
democracies.   When pressed to give an example of his ideal example of  Muslim state his reply was 
that “modern Islam does not live up to its past” but asserted that one did exist in the Umayyid Era 
661-751 A.D. (see www.islamset.com/islam/civil/index.html) and in the 12th C Muslim world.  Our new 
Chairman briefly interviewed Ed after the debate (www.youtube.com/watch?v=gI39PUWVuYc) 

Early in July we had our AGM at which Eddie Roberts stepped down and 
handed over the leadership of Birmingham Humanists, and a large part of the meeting, 
to Adrian Bailey who was group Secretary back in the 1990’s when I first joined the 
group.  We are very grateful to Eddie for the 3 years he devoted to the running of the 
group and to Lorna Rhodes for her hard work & commitment to the social meetings.  
For those who do not know, Adrian is involved with running West Midlands Atheist 
meetup (http://www.meetup.com/atheists-654) (currently 117 signed up on-line 
members) and Skeptics in the Pub (SitP)  http://birmingham.skepticsinthepub.org 
which meet in the City centre at pubs and have a much younger audience than traditional Humanist 
groups such as ours.  Hopefully there will be mutual benefit in terms of added publicity, more varied 
meetings & greater attendance from this informal association.  We are also pleased to welcome 
Carolyn Sugden & Sanjay Chauhan onto the committee. Some AGM items of note:-   The group now 
has an entry in Wikipedia. Since January 2010 there have been 24,700 hits to the Birmingham 
Humanist web site. There were 25 organized events in the previous year.  It was agreed to increase 
the annual membership fee to £12.00 or £33.00 triennial from April 1st 2011.  A sum taken from the 

Ann White legacy is to be donated towards building a water 
tank (cost £1,500) at one of the three the Uganda Humanist 
Schools, possibly as part of a joint project with The Round 
Table.   Then a week later we had a presence at the 
Moseley Festival , during which we gave out lots of publicity 
material for the group and Humanism in general and 
collected almost £90, approx two-thirds of which is 
earmarked for the Uganda Humanist Schools appeal.    

Towards the end of the month an audience 
of almost 40 heard Dr Tim Betts 
(www.bioscientific.co.uk) give an overview 
of some of the key figures and events 

during the last 600 years that disturbed belief in the literal truth of Bible and led to 
The Enlightenment.   One amusing fact he mentioned was that, because of his 
embalmed & showcased body, minutes of University College London meetings 
record Jeremy Bentham as “present but not voting”, although in fact he has the 
casting vote when issues are tied, which is always ‘For’ the motion ! He had no 
answer to the question of why enlightenment only happened in the west and not in 
the east but came out with the truism that “it’s always easy for those whom it hurts 
to think, not to think.”   On 11th August, 64 people (so the web says!) attended the 
Atheist Meetup event “Reading the Quackometer ” presented by Andy Lewis at “The Victoria” in 
John Bright Street. The freedom that the internet gives us to express our views, entertain and do 
business also gives quacks a way to make a living by promoting nonsense treatments to 
unsuspecting people.  So the web is full of pages supporting dubious medical claims and inflated 
capabilities for cures. Spotting these web sites appears to be easy when you know what to look out 
for but if it is that easy, can the process be automated? The quackometer is a project based around 
the automation of debunking quack medicine on the web. See http://www.quackometer.net for more 
information. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS & THANK YOU FOR ALL DONATION S 
We are pleased to welcome Stephanie Gregg, Ian Laurenson &, from Bewdley, Peter & Sue Hayden 
as members of Birmingham Humanists and look forward to seeing them at some of our future 
meetings. Also a big “Thank You” to all those who have renewed their membership, especially those 
who have added donations of between £3 and £50.  
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SO HEAVEN IS HOTTER THAN HELL!!  
I spotted 2 books authored by William Wynne Willson for sale on Amazon recently and thought I 
would buy them to give to our library.  In the Mathematics jokes book “Fifty Per Cent Proof” I came 
upon the following interesting bit of astronomical calculation:   “It is a little known fact that, on Biblican 
authority, Heaven must actually be hotter than Hell!  Speaking about the road to Heaven, Isaiah 
30:26 reads “Moreover the light of the Moon shall be as the light of the Sun and the 
light of the Sun shall be sevenfold as the light of seven days.”  Thus Heaven receives 
from the Moon as much light as we do from the Sun and in addition 7 x 7 (49 times) 
as much as the Earth does from the Sun (ie 50 times in all).  The radiation falling on 
Heaven will heat it up to the point where the heat lost by radiation is just equal to the 
heat received from radiation. Using the Stefan-Boltzmann 4th power law for radiation 
(H/E)4 = 50 where E is the absolute temperature of the Earth, 300 K (equivalent to 27 
C), this gives a temperature for H (Heaven) as 798 K or 525 C. 
The exact temperature for Hell cannot be computed but it must be less than 444.6 C, the temperature 
at which brimstone or sulphur changes from a liquid to a gas.  This is because Revelation 21:8 tells 
us “But the fearful and unbelieving….shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone.”   A lake of molten brimstone means that its temperature must be below its boiling point, 
otherwise it would not be liquid.   There we have it :- temperature of Heaven 525 C; maximum 
temperature of Hell 444 C.         Original source : Applied Optics (1972, 11 A14).   
The other book was bought mistakenly!  I had thought “Semper Eadem or Popery Unchanged and 
Unchangeable” was some sort of erudite translation by William but it turned out to be an anti-Catholic 
diatribe published in 1868 by someone who spelled his name exactly the same way!  This Victorian 
W. Wynne Willson (could he not be an ancestor?) was Hon Lay Sec of the Operative Jewish 
Converts’ Institution and his aim was to “awake slumbering Protestants…to the rapid and almost 
unopposed strides of Popery”. 
Both books are now in the Group’s library and, on that subject, at their last meeting, the committee 
decided to ask members to see if they had any books they no longer wanted that might be of interest 
to Humanists and if so would they be prepared to donate to the group’s library?   
Please contact Percy Lea with any offerings. 

  
CONGRATULATIONS  

Many congratulations to Malik, who entered the competition in the May/June BHA News and correctly 
stated which year was the ‘International Year of Biodiversity” for which he won a signed copy of the 
latest David Nobbs novel “Obstacles to Young Love”, so if you are having problems on this score you 
now know who to contact!  In case you don’t know the answer it is 2010 & you can read more at the 
official website http://www.cbd.int/2010/about 
 

SPREADING THE WORD VIA  PERSONAL E-MAIL SIGNATURES  
As BrumHums members will have no doubt spotted my e mails almost invariably go out with the tag 
“Proud to be a member of http://www.wbmc.org and http://www.birminghamhumanists.org.uk” 
attached to them.   Sometimes this stimulates an interesting reply; for example, did you know that the 
Czech Republic is reckoned by many to be the most atheist country in the world?   I was so informed 
by Vitek Kloucek who found one of my geocaches in Iceland and emailed the following:- 
“By the way, I like your affiliation to the Humanists Association. As the Czech Republic is, as for 
some researches say, the most atheist country in the world, sometimes we feel a little lonely in this 
world of devoted people. It's good to see that we are not, that there are associations of the same 
"believers" around the world. I like very much your motto: ‘We are normal, everyday people, like you. 
Our 'worldview' is that we take responsibility for our actions rather than deferring responsibility to the 
supernatural / superstitious realm’.   Thanks a lot and happy geocaching!” 
So if you don’t already have a personal e-mail signature, please consider adding something as it 
could help spread a little happiness (& Humanism) around the globe. 
 

Sagan Sagacity:   “It is sometimes said that scientists are unromantic, that their passion to figure 
out robs the world of beauty and mystery. But is it not stirring to understand how the world actually 
works—that white light is made of colors, that color is the way we perceive the wavelengths of light, 
that transparent air reflects light, that in so doing it discriminates among the waves, and that the sky 
is blue for the same reason that the sunset is red? It does no harm to the romance of the sunset to 
know a little bit about it”. 
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FAITH SCHOOL MENACE?  
What a great pity the Richard Dawkins’ “Age of Reason” programmes are hidden away on the More4 
channel.  In case members didn’t manage to see the first in the series, here is a resume:- 

1 in 3 schools now has formal links to a religion with the extraordinary privileges faith school 
status brings. Because 60 years ago churches provided almost half of the money for their schools, 
they were allowed to discriminate on religious grounds in selecting pupils based on their parents’ faith 
and on recruiting staff, plus had the freedom to choose their own RE syllabus.   Today taxpayers fund 
the running of these schools and pay up to 90% of the costs of building them but the churches have 
held on to their powers.  Blair’s government oversaw the establishment of over 100 new faith 
schools, including Muslim, Hindu & Sikh schools along with 42 Academies sponsored by Christian 
organisations.  Charles Clarke was originally opposed to faith schools but changed his mind, arguing 
that he would have been accused of discrimination if he hadn’t expanded the provision.  When asked 
why he didn’t go down the other route and abolish them altogether, his answer was that taking away 
funding would result in 4000 schools closing and he didn’t think voters would agree to them being 
abolished – not a very principled stand!   Dawkins was able to quote the latest ICM poll that 
suggested that 59% believe that schools should be for everyone regardless of religion and that the 
government should not be funding faith schools of any kind. 

The programme then looked at the effects of Faith schools, firstly the distortion of parental 
behaviour to endeavour to get their children into a local faith school, for 36% of primary schools are 
run by the churches and can select pupils on the basis of their parents’ devotion. Because only 7% of 
the population are actively religious, parents who want to exercise their choice and select a non-faith 
based education for their children are effectively discriminated against for they are excluded from a 
third of British state-funded primary schools.  This would be totally unacceptable on the basis of race 
but it’s somehow OK with religion!  Many fake their faith and one interviewee claimed that after 4 
years of going regularly to their local Catholic church he received hints that if he donated £1000 
towards the church roof his offspring would be “in”.  Of course the padre denied saying this! 

Dawkins then confronted the issue of why non-religious parents would want to get their 
children into a faith school.  Obviously proximity to home came into it but the fact that of primary 
schools with perfect SATS scores last year, two-thirds were church run was also a factor.  However, 
a study of over half a million children recently showed that the idea that faith schools do better is a 
myth, with children living in the same postcode doing equally well whether they went to a faith school 
or not.  So the difference is between postcodes ie a reflection of the parents’ background, wealth and 
their motivation. 

On the possibility of indoctrination, Dawkins said that he wanted all children to have religious 
literacy so as to understand the English countryside, history and literature and the wider world but he 
was worried that in addition to teaching about the culture of religion faith schools did far more.  Even 
the mild old Church of England had openly set out its aim, through the Archbishops Council, as to 
“nourish those of the faith, encourage those of other faiths and challenge those who have no faith”.   
As a CoE teacher said “the one thing we are trying to indoctrinate is the view that faith matters; that 
collective worship means something.”  Obviously Dawkins disagreed seeing this as “indoctrinating 
children too young to defend themselves” and said it was wrong that religions liked getting children 
young because that was when they are at their most impressionable.  He demonstrated this by 
teaching one young girl an old clapping game and observing how fast it got passed on. “Children love 
to imitate. Their minds are a bit like a sponge but what they absorb young can last a lifetime.”  He 
suggested that the ‘hard end’ of indoctrination went on in RE lessons. 

Because no Christian school wanted its RE lessons filmed, Andrew Copson was brought in to 
make the point that these lessons are totally deregulated.  State-funded religious schools have their 
own non-OFSTED religious inspectors which compounds the problem in other aspects eg RC 
schools teach sex and relationships education in RE and some schools fit citizenship education in 
there too.  He pointed to a Jewish school where 11 year olds received 8 hours of RE teaching each 
fortnight compared to just 6 hours of science and even less of for other subjects of the secular 
curriculum.   The only faith school brave enough to open itself up for filming was one of the 11 
Muslim faith schools in the state system.  This school in Leicester got good results, with many of its 
pupils going on into the professions, & the Head claimed they were very much into “opening minds”.  
However, the reality was soon shown to be different. The Science teacher explained, “We teach the 
National Curriculum, we teach the theory of evolution, then we tell them in Islam our opinion about it 
and the girls ask questions.  They all have their own opinion and come to their own decision as to 
whether we came from chimpanzees and every single one of them realised we didn’t because we 
believe differently.”  The pupils stated that they felt that their teachers did not affect their decision but 
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of 60 year 10 students “all end up rejecting evolution because obviously they have their beliefs which 
is Islam” (to quote the teacher again).  One girl asked Dawkins “How come there were still apes 
around if we evolved from them?” and he said he would give his answer after the teacher gave her 
version but she had no answer. So he explained that of course we ourselves are apes and that we 
evolved from a shared ancestor with present day apes and went on to say “It is shocking that a 
school, which says it wants its pupils to be open-minded, is through its religious teaching also guiding 
them to reject factual evidence at the very core of science and rational thought, letting matters of 
scientific fact be a matter of choice”  When the Head said that this was OK because evolution was 
just a theory and not a fact, Dawkins suggested that “Muslims should look at the Koran and reconcile 
it with evolution which is what the Christians have done.”  The final demonstration of how poorly the 
children understood science was when a girl, who hoped to be a doctor, claimed that salty and fresh 
water don’t mix in the sea, they just ‘pass through each other’ and said that she felt “the Koran is a 
good  source of scientific information.”   As to the possibility of a National Curriculum for RE, the C of 
E has said it wouldn’t oppose this but it probably wouldn’t go down well with other faiths. 

The programme then criticised the faith schools policy for resurrecting barriers where there 
need be none; reflecting on the struggle it had taken to over the years to make Britain a more 
integrated and egalitarian society.   It response to the claim that faith schools actually help to promote 
social cohesion it looked at the example of Northern Ireland, showing how destructive faith education 
can be when it helps to forge tribal identities.  Dawkins claimed the human psyche has 2 great 
sicknesses:-  the urge to carry vendettas across generations and to fasten group labels on to people 
instead of seeing them as individuals.    The Good Friday agreement didn’t touch education and it 
seems the dangerous “them and us” mentality starts very early, for 9 year olds were amongst the 
leaders of the most recent disturbances in Northern Ireland in July.  95% of pupils go to either 
Catholic or Protestant schools but, amazingly, the Protestant head teacher didn’t see this as divisive.  
Both sides in N.I. still see faith schools as a good thing and the Catholic aggressively asserted that 
every parent had a right to choose what faith their children were educated in.  This gave Dawkins the 
chance to move on to his recent campaign about not labelling children and point out the absurdity of 
spotting Socialist, right wing Conservative, Lib-dem, Existentialist etc children playing in school 
grounds: “we wouldn’t dream of labelling children in such a way, yet when it comes to religion we 
have a double standard”.  He went on, “My deepest concern is the assumption that children are 
somehow the property of their parents and their parents’ religion.   It’s all about the ‘parents’ choice’ 
but the trouble is that with rights there are always conflicts between opposing rights: the freedom of 
expression and the right not to be offended; in education children have rights not to be indoctrinated. 

Dawkins ended the programme by asserting that he had tried to show that education was 
better without faith. Education had allowed him to change his mind and lose his religious baggage. 
“Young children are uniquely vulnerable to simply believing what adults tell them so that they have 
can have difficulty sorting fact from fiction” so he then quoted from a letter he had written to his 10 
year old daughter to try and ensure she would think for herself :- 
 “How do we know the things that we know?  How do we know that the stars which look like tiny pin-
pricks in the sky are really huge balls of fire like the sun and are very far away?  There is one very 
good reason for believing something: Evidence.   Here are 3 bad reasons:- 
Tradition – believing something because our people have always believed it. 
Authority – believing it because a parent, teacher, priest or some other ‘expert’ or holy book says it is 
true. 
Revelation – because it ‘feels right’. 
Next time somebody tells you that something is true, why not say to them ‘What kind of evidence is 
there for that?’ and if they don’t give you a good answer I hope you’ll think very carefully before you 
believe a word they say.  Your loving Daddy”. 

A new scientific study by Deborah Kelemen of Boston University, into how children piece 
together the way the world works suggests they are naturally biased to believe certain kinds of 
ultimately religious explanations when asked to chose between various answers to the origins of 
things. eg rocks are pointy so that animals can scratch themselves on them.   See 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=creationism-feels-right-but-that-doesnt-make-it-so  
Dawkins suggested that, possibly because they are surrounded in the home with artifacts or things 
made by someone for a purpose, they see this as a good way to view the rest of the world and tend 
to choose the purpose-based explanation to most situations.  This gives religion a peculiar 
advantage, for already by the age of 4 children are “natural creationists”.  
I think it is still possible to view the whole programme on-line for a few more days at 
www.channel4.com/programmes/faith-school-menace/4od#3112619O 
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FAITH SCHOOLS  AGAIN!!  
On the same topic, early in August Jed King got the following letter published in the Worcester News. 
“Sir.  I couldn't agree more with Louis Stephen of the Worcester Green Party over his fears of the rise 
of Faith Schools in our midst and the future dangerous consequences they will inevitably bring to 
society.  As I've said in previous letters, 'faith schools' will only fuel the interests of elitism, social 
division, racism and intolerance.  I will further add that these medieval brain washing methods are 
nothing more than institutional child abuse and should have no place in the twenty first century and 
every single adult, teacher and parent with half an ounce of common sense should be vigorously 
campaigning for their abolition. We should all respect the rights of our children to a fair, equal and 
moral education, and to go to school without fear of segregation, indoctrination, exploitation or the 
great 'con' of faith.  Let’s teach a child 'how' to think, not 'what' to think; then you're guaranteed a 
better citizen every time.”   

The children’s charity Barnardo’s has  concluded that the admissions policies of ‘faith’ schools 
exclude children from poorer backgrounds.  Their recent survey detailed in their  “Unlocking the 
Gates” report found that ‘faith’ schools ‘seemed to take disproportionately fewer pupils entitled to free 
school meals, compared to their local population’ and that complex questions related to religious 
observance could ‘put off parents who lack confidence in writing, particularly the 16 per cent of adults 
in the UK who are estimated to lack functional literacy.’ 

Accord has also stepped in to try and affect what is taught in RE in all schools as a result of 
the Government indicating that there will be a major review of the National Curriculum this autumn. 
This presents a major opportunity to ensure that all schools will avoid the extremes of either teaching 
one faith or no faith, but will instead teach a broad syllabus that educates pupils of all backgrounds 
about those with dissimilar traditions but who are as much part of society as they are and with whom 
they need to interact positively. As part of the public aspect of this campaign, the following letter was 
published in ‘The Times’ on 21st August: 
  Sir,      It is ironic that while atheists such as Richard Dawkins want Religious Education to be 
on the National Curriculum (report, Aug 18), there are many religious people who oppose it to 
safeguard their own particular interests.   At the moment R.E. is in the anomalous position of being 
the only subject that is a statutory subject – i.e. it must be taught - but it is not on the National 
Curriculum – i.e. there is no set syllabus for it, just non-compulsory guidelines. This had led to wide 
variations according to local agreements or the category of schools, with many instances of only one 
faith being taught. 
     It is vital that all children should know about the history, beliefs and traditions of the many 
different belief systems (including Humanism) that makeup multi-faith Britain today, whatever their 
own personal religious orientation. It is a matter both of general knowledge and social cohesion. 
The Accord Coalition - which unites those of faith and no faith concerned about religious education - 
urges the government to take this step during its review of the curriculum next month, and thereby 
ensure that the next generation can be not only diverse, but also informed and at ease with itself. 
                                  Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain  (Chair, Accord Coalition) 
  
IS ANYBODY INTERESTED IN BECOMING A HUMANIST REP ON  DUDLEY SACRE?  
We have received the following e mails from James Gray at the BHA headquarters in Gower St. 
“In March my predecessor Paul Pettinger co-ordinated a drive to get Humanist reps onto local 
SACRES. I’ve heard back from Dudley local authority and they are interested in having a Humanist 
rep on their SACRE. They have asked me to help them find a suitable volunteer and I thought you 
may be able to recommend someone from Birmingham Humanists.  The rep would have to live within 
Dudley local authority area and ideally (though not necessarily) have some experience in education. 
There’s more information about SACREs on our website 
http://www.humanism.org.uk/education/sacres-and-ascs/about-sacres.    Best wishes  James”   
(Faith Schools and Education Campaigns Officer) Tel: 020 7462 4993 
 

WEATHER REPORT 

In deference to The Archbishop of Canterbury and The Royal Commission for Political Correctness, it 
was announced today that the local climate in the UK should no longer be referred to as “English 
Weather.”  Rather than offend a sizeable portion of the population, it will now be referred to as 
“Muslim Weather.”      In other words, “partly Sunni, but mostly Shi'ite.” 
 

In the old days boys wanted to enter the priesthood; now it’s the other way round. 
The line above & the piece in the last N&V WAS reproduced by kind permission of PRIVATE EYE magazine www.private-eye.co.uk 
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Thanks to Sanjay Chauhan for sending the flow chart below which members might find useful in the 
unlikely event that they feel the need to return to a religion. 

 
Should the UK Ban the Burqa?  
Many 
European 
countries 
are doing 
so and 
polls 
suggest 
62% of 
Britons 
want this.  
Dawkins 
is not in 
favour, 
however, 
saying it is 
against 
our liberal 
tradition but others think we need to 
support a ban to help modernist 
Muslim women & combat the 
demonization of Muslim males who 
are portrayed as sexual beasts 
lacking self control. Is the Niqab any 
better? Neither is obligatory in Islam!  
I find myself being torn one way and 
then the other over this issue but 
dislike seeing the increasing numbers 
of Niqabs being worn in Sparkhill & 
Sparkbrook.  What do our readers 
think? 

 

ARE YOU SUBSCRIBING TO 
“NEW HUMANIST” YET?  

In the last couple of years the “New 
Humanist” magazine has really gone 
from strength to strength with 
excellent articles, jokes and 
competitions – a really good read.  

For just £21 a year you get over 300 pages of stimulating 
reading, plus a pack of “God Trumps” with the first of the 6 issues  
– the only way you can get a set of these hilarious cards that 
poke fun at all beliefs, including our own.  Just recently they have 
started a page called Chown’s Cosmos and I felt I just had to 
reproduce the amazing picture of our Sun that was in the 
September/October issue.  It was taken at night 3000 feet down 
a mine in Japan, by capturing neutrinos that had hit the earth on 
the opposite side of the globe and then passed through 13,000 
km of solid rock!!   Apparently sunlight takes around 30,000 
years to work its way out from the nuclear reactions at the centre 
of the sun and across space to our Earth but neutrinos do it in about 8 minutes and 2 seconds.  So 
this image really shows us that all is well at the heart of the sun and should be for another 5 billion 
years!  Neutrinos really are amazing things – no mass, no charge and, although you’d never know it, 
100 million million are passing through every square centimetre of your flesh every second.  Now 
isn’t that incredible!  Almost as incredible as the magazine itself!!  To subscribe & get your own 
copies phone 0207 436 1171 or e mail subs@newhumanist.org.uk . 
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LICHFIELD WALSALL & SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HUMANIST GR OUP - LWASS  
(Personal approval by a mythical being is not required to be a good person) 

If you haven’t checked out LWASS’s website recently you should really do so. 
www.lichfieldhumanistgroup.webs.com has interesting links to several other sites and gives you the 
chance to “Meet the gods” (over 3000 of them) at www.godchecker.com 
You could also try the 20 questions at www.Beliefnet.com/Entertainment/Quizes/BeliefOMatic to 
check what your belief is and how much other beliefs have in common with your answers.   
Reassuringly when I typed in my answers the site came up with Secular Humanism (100%), Unitarian 
Universalism (93%), Nontheist (87%), Liberal Quakers (73%) and Theravada Buddhism (70%) 
Then at http://godisimaginary.com/index.htm you can reflect on the useful list of “10 Questions That 
Every Christian Must Answer” 
1 Why won’t God heal amputees? 
2 Why are there so many starving people in the world? 
3 Why does God demand the death of so many innocent people in the Bible?   
4 Why does the Bible contain so much anti-scientific nonsense? 
5 Why is God such a huge proponent of slavery in the Bible? 
6 Why do bad things happen to good people? 
7 Why didn’t any of Jesus’ miracles in the Bible leave behind any evidence? 
8 How do we explain the fact that Jesus has never appeared to you? 
9 Why would Jesus want you to eat his body and drink his blood? 
10 Why do Christians get divorced at the same rate as non-Christians? 

As it says “believers can only answer these by making elaborate excuses for God.  This is 
because they are Delusional ie. holding a fixed false belief that is resistant to reason or confrontation 
with actual fact. However, if you can get them to think that God is imaginary, then our world starts to 
make sense.”     
And on prayer “Christians always say that God answers prayers with a Yes, No or Wait.  However, 
Yes, Wait or No is always true whatever you pray to, a god, the Flying Spaghetti Monster or a jug of 
milk etc because the thing prayed for will either happen by chance almost immediately, happen in a 
few weeks or months or not happen at all”. 

 

SOME AMMUNITION FOR THE COMING VISIT 
From the Protest The Pope website ( www.protest-the-pope.org.uk )  
Joseph Ratzinger, a.k.a. “The Pope” is charged with the following crimes:- 
(1)   Opposing the distribution of condoms and so increasing large families in poor countries and the 
spread of AIDS        (2)    Promoting segregated education 
(3)    Denying abortion to even the most vulnerable women 
(4)   Opposing equal rights for lesbians, gay, bisexual and transgender people 
(5)    Failing to address the many cases of abuse of children within its own organisation. 
(6)    Rehabilitating the holocaust denier bishop Richard Williamson and the appeaser of Hitler, the 
war-time Pope, Pius XII.  
And from Roy Saich’s www.humanists.110mb.com blog: 

Those muddled folk at Ekklesia are at it again! Their Simon Barrow seems to think that the 
only reason for opposing the state visit of the Pope to the UK is because of the Pope’s medieval 
social views.    It is true that these views are more than enough for civilised people to disagree with 
the Pope, but that the British government should be so backward as to spend at least £12 million 
pounds of tax money on hosting the Pope, who is the bogus head of a bogus state, is more than 
enough to justify public protests.  
Add to all this such idiotic beliefs as a virgin birth, wine literally turning into blood, wafers into human 
flesh and a resurrected human being actually lifted up to heaven to return at any time after nearly two 
thousand years, would be laughable if it did not get the church huge wealth and political power. The 
tax concessions and media rights granted as well, prove we do not live in a sensible country - just 
consider so called ‘faith’ schools. 
 

It is hoped to produce the next issue in December.  Please send any articles, letters, news or 
suggestions to the editor, John Edwards, at 157 Wel ford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3HT or via 
e mail to jaejed@hotmail.com  

Contributors note that material in “News & Views” may be utilised by other Humanist groups, with acknowledgements. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A POSTED COPY OF ‘NEWS & VIEWS’ ( in Black & White) AND HAVE NOT 

ALREADY REQUESTED THIS, PLEASE E MAIL THE EDITOR AS  SOON AS POSSIBLE.  


